it acts as a neuromuscular blocking agent rather than as an anticonvulsant. The illustrations are good and the bibliography is extensive. I would highly recommend this book.
MICHAEL DE SWIET

Consultant Physician
Queen Charlotte's Hospital The Biochemistry of Viruses. S J Martin pp 145 £10.50 London: Cambridge University Press 1978 This little book, described by the author as an introduction to biochemical principles applied to virology, is a primer in molecular virology. The architecture of virus particles and their construction as revealed by biochemical and biophysical methods are simply but effectively described. Techniques common to studies on all types of viruses whether plant, bacterial or animal in nature are those of ultracentrifugation, gel filtration and gradient centrifugation. Purification followed by extraction or treatment with detergents and enzymes has revealed the nucleic acids, polypeptides and enzymes of many viruses. Yet our knowledge is still partial. Virus replication is only half understood and although biochemists are inexhaustibly patient, their techniques have still failed to reveal exactly how viruses 'take-over' the metabolism of host cells in such a way as to lead to the latters' destruction.
Medical readers will find the text short on matters concerning pathogenesis and immunity but they will appreciate the ability of the author to make his subject easy to understand even by those lacking first-hand experience of virology. Undergraduates and postgraduates in science will enjoy this book though they will seek a fuller description of technical methods.
SIR CHARLES STUART HARRIS
Emeritus Professor of Medicine Sheffield University
Infections and Pregnancy. C R Coid (ed) pp 599 £21 London: Academic Press 1977 This book is not a systematic account of the infections that occur or are associated with pregnancy and of their effects on the fetus and newborn, but, rather, a collation of essays on various aspects of the natural or experimental history of such infections. Alastair Dudgeon, who wrote the foreword, found the way in which the chapters alternated between human and veterinary problems both refreshing and stimulating. This is a book to delve into and to reflect upon. It will prove of interest to all those who pursue research in the subject and also for those who sometimes have to consider the pathology of infections and pregnancy.
ROSALINDE HURLEY
Professor of Microbiology
Institute of Obstetrics & Gynaecologj
The Challenge of Child Abuse. A W Franklin pp 298 £10.80 London: Academic Press 1977 This book is composed of a series of papers and the ensuing discussion, which were delivered at a conference on child abuse sponsored by the RSM in June 1976. The participants were paediatricians, psychiatrists, social workers, representatives of the legal profession (including the police), experts in day care and alternative parenting, and moral philosophers both theological and nontheological. The aim of bringing such a varied group together was to enable child abuse to be considered in a more general context than usual.
The first chapters deal with the family characteristics and epidemiology of child abuse. Current management practice is also considered with particularly useful contributions regarding the workings of the legal system and how professionals relate to the courts. The chapters looking at the effect of abuse on the child and which also discuss the important question of rehabilitation within natural families (as opposed to providing alternative families) constitute worthwhile reading. The later chapters discuss the moral and ethical implications of child abuse and consider the models we have constructed to understand what the editor calls 'this barely believable aberration of family life'. The discussion provoked by these papers (and a reconstructed case conference set out in an appendix) is reported and if it is often inconclusive it is, at least, an honest attempt to bring together the varied viewpoints of so many different professionals. This rather expensive book is not for reference when confronting an individual case, but should make useful background reading for anyone involved in child abuse. KIERAN 
